HISTORICAL   RETROSPECT
days Venad had its distinct place in theliiatory of Kerala and, at one time it comprised the territory between Kannetti in the north and Nanjanad in the south, as well as the mountain and the sea on the east and the west. On account of this vast area Quilon was made the capital of Venad. Apart from this position, from a political and administrative point of view, Quilon was at the time the greatest centre of international trade on the Malabar coast and it maintained this envious position, for a long time, as is testified to by unimpeachable facts of history. The antiquity of Quilon is also acknowledged, for the earliest king of Quilon of whom we have reliable evidence was Aiyan Atikal Tiruvatikal who is said to have ruled in the first century of the Malabar era. He made a grant of lands and also certain concessions to the congregation of the Tarisa Church founded by Sabir Iso, a Christian trader who flourished in those days. A thriving colony of Christians is also supposed to have congregated round this Church whose importance and popularity became very great. This may be considered as an important landmark of religious toleration so characteristic of even the early rulers of the land, a toleration which has considerably helped in the rapid, growth aod development of the .Christian in Travancore,
As for the origin of the Malabar era, the generally accepted theory is one which has given support to a historical fact, testifying to the gi-eat influence which the then ruler of Venad exercised, It would appear that CTdaya Martanda Varrna, the of Venad, called together a Conference of the great the time at his capital, Quilpn, and put before th$ important question of a new era. It .was after a full and elaborate discussion that ^tiaa jiew qm ^^ ia^ii^raie4f It was. immediately accepted not only throughout tfye Sprala
.?